
 
 
 
 
 
 Date: 9 December 2005 
 
 
TO: 
 
 
 
TO: 

All Members of the Development 
Control Committee 
FOR ATTENDANCE 
 
All Other Members of the Council 
FOR INFORMATION 

  

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 

Your attendance is requested at a meeting of the DEVELOPMENT 
CONTROL COMMITTEE to be held in the GUILDHALL, ABINGDON 
on MONDAY, 19TH DECEMBER, 2005 at 6.30 PM. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Terry Stock 
Chief Executive  
 
 

Members are reminded of the provisions contained in Part 2 of the Local Code of Conduct, and 
Standing Order 34 regarding the declaration of Personal and Prejudicial Interests. 
 

 
A G E N D A 

 
Open to the Public including the Press 
 

A large print version of this agenda is available.  In addition any 
background papers referred to may be inspected by prior 
arrangement. Contact Carole Nicholl, Democratic Services Officer, on 
telephone number (01235) 547631. 
  
Map and Vision   
 

(Page 5) 
 

A map showing the location of the venue for this meeting, together with a copy the Council Vision are 
attached. 
 
1. Notification of Substitutes and Apologies for Absence  
 

   
  

 To record the attendance of Substitute Members, if any, who have been authorised to attend in 
accordance with the provisions of Standing Order 17(1), with notification having been given to 
the proper Officer before the start of the meeting and to receive apologies for absence. 
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2. Minutes  
 

     
 To adopt and sign as a correct record the Minutes of the Meeting of the Development Control 

Committee held on 21 November 2005 (circulated with the Council Summons and Agenda 
dated 14 December 2005) 
 

3. Declarations of Interest  
 

     
 To receive any declarations of Personal or Personal and Prejudicial Interests in respect of items 

on the agenda for this meeting.   
 
In accordance with Part 2 of the Local Code of Conduct and the provisions of Standing Order 
34, any Member with a personal interest must disclose the existence and nature of that interest 
to the meeting prior to the matter being debated.  Where that personal interest is also a 
prejudicial interest, then the Member must withdraw from the room in which the meeting is 
being held and not seek improperly to influence any decision about the matter unless he/she 
has obtained a dispensation from the Standards Committee. 
 

4. Urgent Business and Chair's Announcements  
 

     
 To receive notification of any matters, which the Chair determines, should be considered as 

urgent business and the special circumstances, which have made the matters urgent, and to 
receive any announcements from the Chair. 
 

5. Statements and Petitions from the Public Under Standing Order 32  
 

     
 Any statements and/or petitions from the public under Standing Order 32 will be made or 

presented at the meeting. 
 

6. Questions from the Public Under Standing Order 32  
 

   
  

 Any questions from members of the public under Standing Order 32 will be asked at the 
meeting. 
 

7. Statements and Petitions from the Public under Standing Order 33  
 

     
 Any statements and/or petitions from members of the public under Standing Order 33, relating 

to planning applications, will be made or presented at the meeting. 
 

8. Materials  
 

     
 To consider any materials submitted prior to the meeting of the Committee. 

 
ANY MATERIALS SUBMITTED WILL BE ON DISPLAY PRIOR TO THE MEETING. 
 

9. Appeals  
 

 (Pages 6 - 13)    
 Lodged 
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The following appeals have been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate:- 
 
(i) Appeal by Mr Peter White against the Council’s decision to refuse to permit the 

demolition of existing outhouse and the erection of a bungalow in the garden of 39 
White Cross, Wootton. (WTT/5825/3); 

 
(ii) Appeal by Mr & Mrs J Flawn against the Council’s decision to refuse to permit the 

conversion of a garage into part dining room and part study at 26 Coleshill Drive, 
Faringdon (GFA/19052); 

 
(iii) Appeal by Builders Ede Limited against the Council’s decision to refuse to permit the 

erection of 18 x 1 bed apartments, 18 x 2 bed apartments and 23 houses on land 
adjacent to the Police Station, Colwell Drive, Abingdon (ABG/17140/2). 

 
Allowed 
 
The following appeal has been allowed by the Planning Inspectorate: - 
 
Appeal by S and H Homes against the Council’s non determination within the prescribed period 
an application for the demolition of existing dwelling and erection of 5 flats with associated car 
parking at 62 Yarnells Hill Botley (NHI/7093/1).  A copy of the decision letter is attached as an 
appendix.  No reference to cost was made. 
 
Dismissed 
 
The following appeal has been dismissed by the Planning Inspectorate: - 
 
Appeal by Hartwell PLC against the Council’s decision to refuse to permit an advertisement 
being a non illuminated free standing directional sign on land at the junction of Faringdon Road 
(A420) and Besselsleigh Road, Besselsleigh (BES/19120/A).  The decision to refuse 
permission was made by the Strategic Director under powers delegated to him under the 
Scheme of Delegation.  A copy of the decision letter is attached as an appendix.  No reference 
to cost was made. 
 
Withdrawn 
 
The following appeal has been withdrawn: - 
 
Appeal by Mr T Reed against the Council’s decision to refuse to permit 2 x 2 bed flats and 1 x 1 
bed flat and the conversion of the existing single storey building into a 2 bedroom dwelling at 25 
– 26 Market, Wantage (WAN/13787/3). 
 
Recommendation 
 
that the agenda report be received. 
 

10. Forthcoming Public Inquiries and Hearings  
 

 (Pages 14 - 18)    
 A list of forthcoming public inquiries and hearings is presented. 

 
Recommendation 
 
that the report be received. 
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11. Tree Preservation Order (Cumnor)  
 

 (Wards Affected: Appleton and Cumnor)  
 

 (Pages 19 - 21)  
  

 To receive and consider report 201/05 of the Landscape Officer (Arboriculture).   
 

  
PLANNING APPLICATIONS   
 
 

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1995 - The background papers for the applications on 
this agenda are available for inspection at the Council Offices at the Abbey House in Abingdon during 
normal office hours.  They include the Oxfordshire Structure Plan, the Adopted Vale of White Horse 
Local Plan (November 1999) and the emerging Local Plan and all representations received as a result 
of consultation. 
 
Any additional information received following the publication of this agenda will be reported at the 
meeting.   
 
Please note that the order in which applications are considered may alter to take account of the 
Council’s public speaking arrangements.  Applications where members of the public have given notice 
that they wish to speak will be considered first. 
 
Report 199/05 of the Assistant Director (Planning) refers. 
 
12. NHI/9352/7 – Change of use from residential to offices.  12A & 12B, The Square, West 

Way, Botley (North Hinksey Parish).  
 

(Wards Affected: North Hinksey and Wytham)  
 

(Pages 22 - 25)  
 

13. ABG/11371/4-LB – Proposed new entrance doors to the Guildhall from Roysse Court.  
The Guildhall, Abbey Close, Abingdon  

 

(Wards Affected: Abingdon Abbey and Barton)  
 

(Pages 26 - 30)  
 

14. LWO/13682/4-X – Erection of a dwelling.  Wayside House, Beggars Lane, Longworth.  
 

(Wards Affected: Longworth)  
 

(Pages 31 - 39)  
 

15. MAR/19315 – Change of use from retail to residential.  12, Haines Court, Marcham.  
 

(Wards Affected: Marcham and Shippon)  
 

(Pages 40 - 42)  
 

16. Enforcement Programme  
 

 (Wards Affected: Kennington and South Hinksey)  
 

 (Pages 43 - 53)    
 To receive and consider report 200/05 of the Assistant Director (Planning).   

 
  
Exempt Information under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972   
 

 
 

 None. 
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VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL   Report No. 201/05 
        Wards Affected: Appleton and Cumnor 
            

REPORT OF THE LANDSCAPE OFFICER (ARBORICULTURE) TO THE 
DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

MONDAY 19th  DECEMBER  2005 
 

Tree Preservation Order (Cumnor)  No 8  2005  
 
 
1.0 Introduction and Report Summary 
 
1.1 Following a site meeting with one of the owners of 66 The Glebe, Cumnor  on 31st May 2005 

they expressed a wish to fell the horse chestnut tree that stands in the rear garden. The tree 
is easily visible to the surrounding neighbourhood and therefore provides a significant visual 
amenity.  

 
1.2 A provisional Tree Preservation Order was made on 23rd  June 2005.    
 
1.3  Objections to the TPO were received from the residents of Oakridge Barn, 3 City Farm, 

Eynsham. The residents of 187 Thorney Leys, Witney. The residents of De Meeren 11,5581 
TB, Waalre, The Netherlands and the residents of 67, 68 and 69 The Glebe, Cumnor.       

 
1.4 It is recommended that the Members visit the site. 
 
1.5 Contact Officer for this report is George Reade, Landscape Officer (Arboriculture) 01235 

520202x504 from whom directions are available. 
 
2.0 Recommendation 
 
2.1 It is recommended that Committee confirms the order.    

    

3.0 Relationship with the Councils Vision 
 
3.1 This report is in accordance with the objectives A,D and G of the Councils Vision. 
 
4.0 Background Information 
 
4.1 Summary of the Objections 
 

1. The tree is to large. 
            2. The tree sheds leaves, blossoms and conkers and blocks light.  
            3. The tree presents a possible safety hazard.   
            4. The tree presents a possible threat to the foundations of the property.             
                                
4.2 Officers Comments 
 

This tree forms a very substantial visual amenity in this area. There would be a significant 
impact on the neighbourhood if the tree was removed. 
The tree is large and due to the way the houses are laid out has a direct effect on quite a few 
properties. The decision I had to make in preparing the provisional TPO is does the amenity 
value of the tree out weigh the problems that it causes and, in my view, it does. 
Four out of six of the objectors would be happy if the tree was pruned so that it was not so 
dominant, the leaf fall was not so great and the safety aspect could be addressed, if needed. 
I would support a reduction in size of the crown by 20% and removal of the lower growth to a 
height of 5 metres as I feel that this would help alleviate the afore mentioned problems. 
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One of the remaining two objectors admired the beauty of the tree and appreciated its 
wildlife value but was concerned about the trees safety but this would be addressed if works 
were carried out.  
The owners of the tree had the same concerns as already outlined but were also aware the 
tree could cause structural problems with the house. I do not share this concern as the 
underlying geology is Corallian Ragstone and sand with a very low to non existent 
shrinkabillity factor.          
       

 
 

GEORGE READE 
Landscape Officer (Arboriculture) 

Page 20



Page 21



  
 NHI/9352/7 – Angermann Goddard & Loyd 
 Change of use from residential to offices. 
 12A & 12B, The Square, West Way, Botley (North Hinksey Parish). 
 
1.0 The Proposal 
 
1.1 This application seeks planning permission to change the use of two vacant flats to office use.  

No physical changes to the units are proposed other than internal redecoration and the 
repainting of the windows. 

 
1.2 The flats are at first floor level above the shopping forecourt of the Square.  They are accessed 

via a staircase to the rear from the Church Way car park.   The units are located at the bottom of 
the tower element of the centre.   They are bounded by other residential units to the east and 
there are offices on the floors above 

 
1.3 A copy of the plan showing the location of the premises and a floor plan of the flats are attached 

at Appendix 1. 
 
1.4 The application is before Committee because the building is owned by the Council. 
 
2.0 Planning History 
 
2.1 There is no recent planning history regarding these two units. 
 
3.0 Planning Policies 
 
3.1 Policy D2 of the adopted Local Plan seeks to ensure that all new development does not cause 

demonstrable harm to the amenity of neighbouring development (in terms of noise, vibration and 
other forms of pollution). 

 
3.2 Policy D3 of the adopted Local Plan seeks to ensure that new development is acceptable in 

terms of highway safety. 
 
3.3 Similar policies to those above have been included in the Second Deposit Draft Local Plan 

2011, Policies DC5 and DC9. 
 
4.0 Consultations 
 
4.1 North Hinksey Parish Council had not responded at the time of writing this report.   Any 

response received will be orally reported at the Meeting. 
 
4.2 County Engineer – No objections. 
 
4.3 Environmental Health – No objections. 
 
4.4 No letters of objection or support have been received. 
 
5.0 Officer Comments 
 
5.1 The main issues in this case are considered to be 1) whether the use is appropriate in this 

location and 2) the impact of the proposal on the amenities of neighbouring properties in terms 
of noise and disturbance. 

 
5.2 The use proposed is essentially an A2 / B1 office use which, given the central location of the 

property, is entirely appropriate in this locality.   In terms of meeting parking standards, the floor 
area amounts to 129 square metres requiring four parking spaces.   The premises are eligible to 
join the permit scheme in the adjoining public car park, which will provide the required spaces.   
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As a result of this, together with the availability of public transport in the immediate area, the 
County Engineer has raised no objections. 

 
5.3 In terms of noise and disturbance to residents, whilst the office occupier has not been specified, 

the use is one that can be carried on in a nominal residential area without detriment in terms of 
noise, smell, soot, ash, etc.  As all activity will be carried on inside the building, Officers consider 
that no undue harm to residential amenities will arise from this change of use. 

 
6.0 Recommendation 

 

6.1 That planning permission is granted subject to the following conditions: 
 
 1. TL1  Time Limit – Full Application 
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 ABG/11371/4-LB – Vale of White Horse District Council 
 Proposed new entrance doors to the Guildhall from Roysse Court 
 The Guildhall, Abbey Close, Abingdon  
 
1.0 The Proposal 
 
1.1 This is a listed building consent application for the replacement of the existing external entrance 

doors into the Guildhall from Roysse Court.  Appendix 1 details the elevation plans and 
Appendix 2  the location plan. 

 
1.2 This application comes to Committee as the applicant is this Council. 
 
2.0 Planning History 
 
2.1 Listed Building Consent was granted to replace the internal entrance doors to the Roysse Room 

in April 2004. 
 
3.0 Planning Policies 
 
3.1 Policy HE11 of the adopted Local Plan deals with alterations and their impact on listed buildings.  

the equivalent policy in the Second Deposit Draft Local Plan is HE6. 
 
4.0 Consultations 
 
4.1 Abingdon Town Council:  No objections. 
 
4.2 Environmental Planning and Conservation Officer:  No objection.  
 
5.0 Officer Comments 
 
5.1 The main issue is the impact of the proposal on the listed building.  Officers regard the proposed 

new doors as aesthetically and sympathetically designed, enhancing the appearance of this 
historic Grade II listed building and therefore, consider the proposal to be acceptable.  However, 
as the building is in the ownership of the Council, the application will need to be referred to the 
Secretary of State. 

 
6.0 Recommendation 

 

6.1 It is recommended that the decision to grant Listed Building Consent be delegated to the Chief 
Executive in consultation with the Chair, subject to the application being referred to the 
Secretary of State and the Secretary of State raising no objections, subject to the following 
conditions: 

 
1. TL4  Time Limit - Listed Building/Conservation Area Consent 

 
2. RE1  Matching Materials  
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 LWO/13682/4-X – D Rees 
 Erection of a dwelling. 
 Wayside House, Beggars Lane, Longworth. 

 
1.0 The Proposal 
 
1.1 This application seeks outline planning permission (with all matters reserved) for the erection of 

a dwelling in the garden of Wayside House. 
 
1.2 Wayside House is the first house on the western side of Beggars Lane when approached from 

Faringdon Road. The site is bounded by fields to the south and west, with Wayside House itself 
forming the northern boundary.  The site lies in the North Vale Area of High Landscape Value 

 
1.3 The site is currently a regularly mown grassed area that forms part of the garden to Wayside 

House. Although all matters are reserved, it is proposed to access the site off the existing 
vehicular access to the property, and the proposed dwelling is likely to be a 1½ storey unit sited 
centrally on the plot, so as not to impact on the mature trees that exist along the boundaries of 
the site. 

 
1.4 A copy of the plan showing the location of the property, along with a copy of the agent’s 

supporting letter are at Appendix 1. 
 
1.5 The application has been referred to Committee at the request of Councillor Melinda Tilley.  
 
2.0 Planning History 
 
2.1 In June 2000 an outline application to erect four dwellings to the south of Wayside House was 

refused.  In May 2001, an appeal against the refusal was dismissed.  A copy of the Inspector’s 
decision is attached at Appendix 2. 

 
2.2 In August 2001, planning permission was granted for the erection of one dwelling to the north of 

Wayside House. 
 
3.0 Planning Policies 
 
3.1 Policy H5 of the adopted Vale of White Horse Local Plan provides for small scale development 

within Kingston Bagpuize with Southmoor, provided it is within the main built up area of the 
village; is not on a site which contributes positively to the physical form, structure and character 
of the settlement, or its rural setting, including the gardens of properties standing in large 
grounds. 

 
3.2 Policy C3 seeks to protect the North Vale Area of High Landscape Value from development 

likely to have a harmful impact on its prevailing character and appearance. 
 
3.3 Policies D1, D2, and D3 seek to ensure that all new development is of a high standard of design, 

does not cause harm to the amenity of neighbours and is acceptable in terms of highway safety. 
 
3.4 Similar policies to those above have been included in the Second Deposit Draft Local Plan 

2011.  The corresponding policies are H10, NE7, DC1, DC5, and DC9. 
 
4.0 Consultations 
 
4.1 Longworth Parish Council has no objection to the proposal. 
 
4.2 County Engineer – No objections subject to conditions. 
 
4.3 Arboricultural Officer – No objection provided the footprint of the building is not within the canopy 

spread of the trees surrounding the garden and no trees are to be removed to gain access.  The 
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conifer trees, whilst relatively poor in quality, do form a valuable screen and on this basis they 
should be retained. 

 
5.0 Officer Comments 
 
5.1 The main issues in this case are considered to be whether the principle of the development in 

this location is acceptable, and the impact of the proposal on the character and appearance of 
the locality, including its impact on the Area of High Landscape Value. 

 
5.2 In consideration of the refused scheme for four dwellings on land to the south of Wayside 

House, the Inspector concluded (Paragraph 10) that the whole site was outside the built up area 
of Southmoor for the purposes of H5.  The appeal site included the site the subject of this 
application. 

 
5.3 Your Officers consider that nothing has changed since that decision to merit a view that the land 

now lies within the built up area.  It is considered that the existing dwelling is the physical limit of 
the built up area on the west side of Beggars Lane.  Whilst it acknowledged that the land has 
been informally used as garden in association with Wayside House, and so it could be argued to 
be ‘previously developed land’, it remains an undeveloped plot to the south of what is the last 
house on the western side of Beggars Lane.  In this respect, to allow the erection of a dwelling in 
this location would essentially extend the built up area of the village, contrary to Policy H5 and 
the harm caused to the form and rural setting of the village would outweigh any argument to 
allow the development on the grounds that the land is classed as ‘previously developed’. 

 
5.4 The applicants, in support of the proposal, have stated that the site is well screened and any 

visual harm would be limited. Whilst the siting of a new dwelling may not directly lead to the 
removal of existing trees, the Inspector confirmed (Paragraph 12) that the existing trees would 
more than likely lead to overshadowing of a new dwelling, and ‘future occupants would have 
good cause to either reduce their size or to remove them completely’.  Your Officers consider 
that this threat remains, and the removal of the trees would expose the site to the detriment of 
the North Vale Area of High Landscape Value and would in turn, also harm the form and rural 
setting of the village. 

 
6.0 Recommendation 

 

6.1 That planning permission be refused for the following reasons: 
 

1 The proposed residential development would extend the built-up area into an area of 
informal garden that forms part of the rural setting of the village.  As such, the proposal is 
contrary to Policy H5 of the adopted Vale of White Horse Local Plan and Policy H10 of the 
Vale of White Horse Local Plan 2011 Second Deposit Draft. 

 
2 In the opinion of the District Planning Authority, the proposed residential development is 

likely to lead to the significant reduction or removal of the existing trees which would harm 
the character and appearance of the North Value Area of High Landscape Value and would 
exacerbate the prominence of the proposed development, contrary to Policy C3 of the 
adopted Vale of White Horse Local Plan and Policy HE7 of the Vale of White Horse Local 
Plan 2011 Second Deposit Draft.  
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 MAR/19315 – Vale of White Horse District Council 
 Change of use from retail to residential 
 12, Haines Court, Marcham. 

 
1.0 The Proposal 
 
1.1 This planning application has been submitted by this Council, which is the reason why it comes 

to Committee.  
 
1.2 The proposal is to change the use of a vacant shop in Marcham to residential accommodation.  

A location plan and block plan are at Appendix 1.    
 
1.3 A self contained flat exists at first floor level above the application premises. 
 
2.0 Planning History 
 
2.1 The site has no relevant planning history. 
 
3.0 Planning Policies 
 
3.1 Policy SF1 of the adopted Vale of White Horse Local Plan and S14 of the Second Deposit Draft 

Local Plan to 2011 seek to resist the loss of land or buildings used for community purposes, 
unless alternative provision is made to meet local needs. 

 
4.0 Consultations 
 
4.1 Marcham Parish Council has no objections. 
  
4.2 The County Engineer has no objections. 
 
4.3 One letter has been received from a neighbour who is concerned with the shortage of off street 

parking in Haines Court.   
 
5.0 Officer Comments 
 
5.1 The principle of the proposed loss of the shop is considered to be acceptable.  It is not the last 

shop in the village as there is a convenience shop and post office in the village in North Street. 
In addition the shop has been vacant and not in use since June 2004.    

 
5.2 Regarding car parking, the size of the premises is small and is likely to accommodate only a 

one-bedroom flat.  The normal requirement for a one-bedroom flat is one parking space.  This 
additional requirement should be able to be accommodated within Haines Court without causing 
undue problems for existing residents.  The County Engineer raises no highway objections. 

 
6.0 Recommendation 

 

6.1 It is recommended that planning permission is granted, subject to the following condition: 
 

1. TL1 Time Limit – Full Application 
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VALE OF WHITE HORSE DISTRICT COUNCIL    Report No. 200/05 
Wards Affected Kennington & South 

Hinksey. 
 

REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (PLANNING) 
TO THE DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE 

19th December 2005 
 

Enforcement Programme 
 

 
1.0 Introduction and Report Summary  
 
1.1 This report seeks to inform and rectify an error made in a previous report to Committee. It asks 

  Members to consider the expediency of taking enforcement action for what Officers consider to  
  still be a minor deviation from the approved plans. 

 

1.2 The Contact Officer for this report is Paul Yaxley, Enforcement Officer (01235 540352 Direct line 
or 01235 520202 extension 352).  

 

2.0 Recommendation 

  
 It is recommended that error in report No.152/05 be acknowledged but that:- 

 No further action be taken in the case of Mr D. Matthews and the increase in height and pitch of 
the garage roof at Hazelwood, Spring Copse, Hinksey Hill, Oxford, SHI/17672/5.  

 
3.0 Relationship with the Council's Vision  
 
3.1 The content of this report is in line with the objectives A, C and D of the Council's Vision 

Statement.  
 
3.2 This report relates to Enforcement Strategy 10 and complies with Enforcement Policies E1, E2 

and E3. 

   

 

4.0 Mr. D. Matthews, Hazelwood, Spring Copse, Hinksey Hill, Oxford, SHI/17672/5. 

 

4.1 Committee may recall that at its meeting on the 24th October 2005, following consideration of 

report  152/05(copy attached as APPENDIX 1). It was resolved:- ‘To take no further action in the 

enforcement case against Mr D. Matthews and the increase in height and pitch of the garage 

roof, subject to the officers investigating the window as installed to ensure it complies with the 

existing permission at Hazelwood, Spring Copse, Hinksey Hill, Oxford, SHI/17672/5’. 

 

4.3 Since the meeting of the 24th October the accuracy of the plans and measurements have again 

been brought into question. It is regretted that the plans received on the 16th September did 

indeed have a further error in that they incorrectly show the approved height of the garage as 5.1 

m rather than 4.9 m. The actual as built height of 5.55 metres from ground level/floor slab, gives 

an actual difference of 650 mm. Unfortunately due to the confusion caused by this error on the 

plans and the use of both 1:50 and 1:100 scales on the same plan, the difference was reported to 

Committee as 325mm instead of 650mm, the actual difference.   

 

4.4 However, Officers still consider that it is not expedient to take enforcement action.  The increase 

 in height is still considered marginal and not sufficiently harmful to Hillside House to justify 

 enforcement action. 

4.5 The first floor window on the north elevation is required, by condition 6 of SHI/17672/5, to ‘be 
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glazed with obscured glass only and shall be fixed except for a top-hung vent to the window 

which shall also be fitted with obscure glazing at all times’, the window has been specifically 

checked and is considered to comply with this condition.  

 

4.6 It is recommended that Committee formally confirm that it is not expedient to take enforcement 

 action and to therefore close this file. A letter of explanation would be sent to the neighbour to 

 explain the reasons why enforcement action is not authorised. 

 

 
RODGER HOOD 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (PLANNING) 

 

TIM SADLER 

STRATEGIC DIRECTOR  
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Extract from report 152/05 of the Assistant Director (Planning) - 24 October 2005 
 

 

8.0 Mr. D. Matthews, Hazelwood, Spring Copse,  Hinksey Hill, Oxford, SHI/17672/5. 

 

8.1  Committee may recall that at its meeting on the 4th July 2005, following 

consideration of report 34/05(copy attached as APPENDIX 6), authority was 

delegated to the Chief Executive in consultation with the Chair to approve the 

retrospective application for the erection of a replacement dwelling and garage on 

this site. 

 

8.2  Since the approval of the application on the 7th July 2005, further deviations to 

the approved plans have come to light in respect of the garage. 

 

8.3  Unfortunately, the errors that Officers sought to omit from the original submission 

in relation to the  garage plans have again be made on the approved plan in that 

parts of the elevations are shown incorrectly. The external stair appears on the side 

to the neighbour, for example, and the roof lights on the floor plan do not match their 

position on the elevation, being on the opposite side.  As a result of these errors the 

Enforcement Officer has sought fresh plans to show accurately  exactly what is 

being built. These plans were received on the 16th of September, and show the 

garage building to be higher than approved by approximately 0.325m.  This is due 

the pitch of the roof being increased from 40° to 45°. These deviations were 

confirmed during a site visit by the Enforcement Officer on the 21st September. 

 

8.4  The plans have been sent to the neighbour at Hillside House, who is the most 

affected and his  response will be verbally reported.  In summary, he has objected 

to the prospect of the plans being accepted as a minor amendment and wishes 

enforcement action to be taken.  Officers agree that the plans cannot be accepted as 

a minor amendment as the ridge height has increased.  However, Officers do not 

agree that it is expedient to take enforcement action.  The increase in height is 

considered marginal and not sufficiently harmful to Hillside House to justify 

 enforcement action. 

 

8.5  It is recommended that Committee formally confirm that it is not expedient to take 

enforcement action and to therefore close this file. A letter of explanation would be 

sent to the neighbour to explain the reasons why enforcement action is not 

authorised.   
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